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Sir: 



Attached is a list of documents on form PTO-1449 together with copies of each identified 
document. Also enclosed is a translation or a concise explanation of each non-English language 
document. It is requested that the Examiner consider these documents and officially make them of record 
in accordance with the provisions of 37 C.F.R. § 1 .97 and Section 609 of the MPEP. By subletting the 
listed documents, Applicant in no way makes any admission as to the prior art status of the listed 
documents, but is instead submitting the listed documents for the sake of full disclosure. 

This Information Disclosure Statement is submitted in accordance with 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(c), 
before final Office Action or Allowance, whichever is earlier. 

No item of information contained in this statement was cited in a communication from a foreign 
patent office in a counterpart foreign application, and, to the knowledge of the person signing this 
document after making reasonable inquiry, no item of information contained in this statement was known 
to any individual designated in 37 C.F.R. § 1.56(c) more than three (3) months prior to the filing of this 
information disclosure statement. 



Customer No. 00826 
ALSTON & BIRD LLP 

Bank of America Plaza 

101 South Tryon Street, Suite 4000 

Charlotte, NC 28280-4000 

Tel Charlotte Office (704) 444-1000 

Fax Charlotte Office (704) 444-1 1 1 1 



Respectfully submitted, 




In re: Hillbush et al. 
Appl.No.: 09/498,805 
Filed: 02/07/2000 
Page 2 



CERTIFICATE OF MAILING 
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